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1. Complete the text with the past continuous form of 
the verbs in brackets.

At 9 p.m. we arrived at Tom s party. Tom ___ (stand) in the 

kitchen. He ___ (eat) a pizza. We said hello, but he ___ (not 

listen). Sue and Phil ___ (dance) in a hall. Mary and Jack ___ 

(chat). Dana ___ (sit) on the stairs. She ___ (hold) her head 

in her hands. Her shoulders ___ (shake) but she ___ (not 

cry). She ___ (laugh)!

Picture 1



Key:

At 9 p.m. we arrived at Tom´s party. Tom was standing in the 

kitchen. He was eating a pizza. We said hello, but he wasn´t 

listening. Sue and Phil were dancing in a hall. Mary and Jack 

were chatting. Dana was sitting on the stairs. She was holding 

her head in her hands. Her shoulders were shaking but she 

wasn´t crying. She was laughing!



2. Use your own ideas to complete the sentences. Use 
past continuous.

1. The television was on but nobody ____________________ .

2. We saw an accident while __________________________ .

3. Sandra burnt her hand when ________________________ .

4. When I last saw Andrew, he _________________________ .

5. Mike fell asleep while  I ____________________________ .

6. When I arrived ___________________________________ .

7. The doorbell rang while we _________________________ .

8. Jane took a photo of me while I ______________________ .



Key (possible answers):

1. The television was on but nobody was watching it.

2. We saw an accident while I was driving home.

3. Sandra burnt her hand when she was cooking lunch.

4. When I last saw Andrew, he was trying to find a new job.

5. Mike fell asleep while  I was cleaning the kitchen.

6. When I arrived Kate was waiting for me.

7. The doorbell rang while we were entering the hotel.

8. Jane took a photo of me while I wasn t looking.



3. Complete the dialogue with the past continuous 
forms of the verbs in brackets.

Policeman: What ___ (you / do) at 9 o clock 

yesterday evening?

Man: I ___ (watch)TV.

Policeman: Really? What ___ (you / watch)?

Man: A movie.

Policeman: What was it called?

Man: Er… I can t remember. I ___ (not pay) 

attention.

Policeman: I see. And why is your coat wet?

Man: I ___ (wear) it this morning when I went out.

Policeman: But it ___ (not rain) in the morning!
Picture 2



Key:

Policeman: What were you doing at 9 o clock yesterday evening?

Man: I was watching TV.

Policeman: Really? What were you watching?

Man: A movie.

Policeman: What was it called?

Man: Er… I can t remember. I wasn t paying attention.

Policeman: I see. And why is your coat wet?

Man: I was wearing it this morning when I went out.

Policeman: But it wasn t raining in the morning!



4. Describe a picture. Use past continuous.
What were the people doing last week?

Picture 3 Picture 4

Picture 5 Picture 6



Key (possible answers):

1. The people in picture 3 were sitting in the office and 

discussing some problems.

2. The girl in picture 4 was feeding some goats. The goats 

were eating.

3. The woman in picture 5 was lying on the beach and 

sunbathing.

4. The children in picture 6 were sitting in the classroom and 

learning. They were using computers.
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